
1) Essay 

What is more difficult, life or the English Language? 

Jonathan Ames – an American author and novelist, expressed this problematic question. 

Some people say that life is the most incomprehensible thing, others – that we are used to cope 

with everyday problems and there is nothing new in our routine, but the language sometimes is 

extremely hard to understand. The theme is quite relevant and I would like to find the most 

suitable meaning of this phrase. 

Every language is a kind of «special key» for communication. People express their 

feelings, thoughts, emotions with words, sentences, phrases. Most of us communicate with 

foreigners because of the globalization and the majority of people use English language for these 

aims. If we look through a dictionary, we will find many phrasal verbs, different meanings of 

one word, special forms of verbs and adjectives. Therefore, partner might not be able to 

understand the meaning of words due to such features. Imagine you`re telling your international 

friend to «carry on». Usually the verb «carry» is used when we talk about luggage or suitcases, 

but this phrase means to not to stop. As a result, he or she might be confused a little bit because 

of misunderstanding.  

It`s important to mention proverbs and idioms. Even the native English people don`t 

know the truthful explanation of phrase - it`s not a big deal to turn the usual sentence into 

fanciful construction, but some people would have problems with understanding and others 

could even be offended. We can say to our friend that he or she is «stubborn as a donkey», but it 

doesn`t mean that this person looks like a donkey! The purpose is to pay attention on his/hers 

obstinacy.  

We cannot go without grammar .You will not refute that sometimes it`s hard to 

understand what tense should be used and why. The English grammar includes so much rules 

and tenses – a few kinds of present, past, future – that people have to study language all through 

their lives.  

So, why does Jonathan Ames compare the English language with life? Both life and the 

English language have a lot in common – difficulties, misunderstanding, mistakes, but life 

includes materialistic and abstract aspects; language has only abstract features. No doubt that 

these two spheres are connected – by using language it is able to turn life points into unexpected. 

To me, language is a kind of «small life» with its own rules, turnings, schemes and structure. 

 

 

 



2) Any foreign language is a huge ocean which you try to dip with a teapot full of holes. There is 

too much in it, the farther you are, the more difficult it is, and nobody warned you of any 

difficulties at elementary level. If you graduate from the faculty of foreign languages, you will 

know more, you will hate yourself stronger because this endless expanse will be huger and more 

terrible the farther you go. No one can know everything, and it’s not enough for you not to know 

everything.  

 Perfect language is a certain ideal you can come nearer as much as possible (and the 

closer you are the more difficult it is), but it is impossible to reach a peak as well as the life’s 

wisdom and the reason for being. I want to notice the aspiration to learn English doesn’t decline 

from it as it has the status of the international language in the modern world and in general it is 

the pledge of civilization development.    

 However it’s known that many people don't consider English to be difficult for learning 

at all: simple words, the grammar simplicity, a large number of words of foreign origin 

facilitating understanding. For example, some people consider native Russian to be much more 

difficult. In fact the lexis is a problem for those who learn English because it is the most verbose 

language! 

 But after all keep putting one foot in front of the other! Therefore when you start getting 

an idea, for example learning English, it is always necessary to set a goal, and not only to 

formulate it but to set an excessively high level of ceiling. It is important not to forget about its 

achievement – let it permeate daily affairs. For sure, there will always be those who will help to 

overcome difficulties, but it is important to be adjusted on daily independent work. You should 

get rid of laziness, reject excessive perfectionism and develop effective installations for yourself, 

for example, interest to what you aspire. And, of course, the plan and its everyday strict 

performance!  

 Unambiguously, the English language and the culture can become a condition and means 

of improvement and simplification of life. Undoubtedly, there is something in the English and 

American culture that is very necessary for us. These are the strategies of success and of the 

better future creation: competitive spirit and vigor, love to money and self-assertion, creative 

approach and many other things. And we will add all it to our native Russian culture.  

 Any important life achievement is equivalent to a hard travel across a huge ocean of tests 

and difficulties. But "those one, who wasn't afraid of anything and who didn't throw his oars, will 

find his Earth!" And in this case English will easily become a hobby and a lifestyle. A foreign 

language learning is one of the ways of personal growth, self-confidence finding, important vital 

heights achievement.  

 



3)      English is the most demanded language in the world, the world's lingua franca. People 

from different countries speak English to understand each other. About 1/3Earth's population 

speak English. Almost all the businesses, academic and diplomatic negotiations are conducted in 

Shakespeare's language. In many countries, the English language is essential for getting a good 

job. 

But… Is the English language simple? Jonathan Ames, an American author who has 

written a number of novels, wrote in his book “Wake up, sir!” that he doesn`t know what`s more 

difficult, life or the English language. The author meant that the English language is as 

“unpredictable” as the rest of our lives. And…I fully agree with the opinion of the author. It is 

twelve tenses in English! This is the first thing that scares me!  

Each person spends a different amount of time to study English. If you're not a native 

speaker and don`t live in an English speaking country, you can`t understand the difficult national 

expressions, idioms, aphorisms and puns. I have been studying English for about 11 years, first 

at the school, now - in University. And how many years have you studied English? Do you know 

it perfectly? 

For example, the famous Soviet writer and translator Boris Pasternak said that the 

translation of a work from one language to another can never equal the original. As a result of 

the translation obtained a completely new product. It's impossible to translate the same way as in 

the original, because it`s necessary to explain numerous realities of other countries, that different 

from ours.  That is true!  

I think that you can study English all your life, but you won`t be able to predict all the“ 

surprises” in English.  

Another way of looking at this question is to look at life Korney Chukovsky. He began to 

learn the language in a childhood and continued to improve in adulthood. He worked on the 

problem of translations for half a century! However, the life of Chukovsky was not easy. For 

example, he published a satirical magazine called Signal and was arrested for “insulting the 

ruling house”, but was acquitted after six months of investigative in car creation. At one point his 

writings for children were under severe criticism. But, in spite of all the difficulties of life, he 

developed and perfected his knowledge of English. So now we can say that he knew English 

excellently! He translated more than 1000 works into Russian. 

In conclusion, I can say that life is complex and multifaceted. You never know what 

awaits you around the bend. Likewise, with the English language. If you read a book in English, 

you never know, what“pure English”expression will be there. Maybe you'll flip through a bunch 

of dictionaries, but the true meaning of the expression you will not be able to understand. So, 



you can start learning English today, and after a few years you will know it at the Intermediate 

level. Otherwise, you'll never know this perfect language. 

 

4) The purpose of my essay is to discuss what complexity means, see how complexity is 

reflected in both life and the English language, and which of the two is more difficult as a result 

of a comparison. 

Let's deal with life and the English language as two phenomena of relatively equal value 

that possess a common set of characteristics and can therefore be compared using the same 

criteria. I will define the first set as rules and standards - these explain what is correct and what 

is not in both life and the English language; then comes variability -the degree of deviation from 

the norm; after that comes the gap between the real and the implied. I will evaluate the English 

language as seen by a non-native speaker - this is what, as I understand, the author originally 

meant. 

For life, rules are accepted as the norms of behavior which, of course, vary from culture 

to culture and may not be obvious for an outsider. For the English language, rules form the 

backbone of grammar. Those who deviate from rules and standards make mistakes. In terms of 

complexity, life is an open-ended book - the list of rules is less limited and not necessarily 

documented. Life also tends to be more tolerant with mistakes and may occasionally call people 

who make mistakes eccentrics. For the English language, there exist grammar books, reference 

books, and dictionaries describe norms in the direct meaning of the word. Therefore, with 

regards to rules and standards, life is more difficult to understand and apply correctly depending 

on the situation. 

As for variability, there exist the English language and dialects spoken in different 

countries – for example, in South Africa, Canada, or Scotland. The list, though fairly big, is 

limited. In life, variability implies freedom of choice, variety of opinions, cultural diversity that 

comes in all shapes and forms. Though there are attempts to group variability into clusters 

somehow, this classification is by no means complete or universal. Thus, life is more difficult in 

terms of variability. 

The gap between the real and the implied things is linked to the previous point. In life, 

people sometimes say one thing and mean another one - girls are often accused of it. In England, 

similarly, "everything is the other way around", as someone put it. The easiest example will be 

the gap between pronunciation and spelling which is rooted in the historical origin of the 

language. These roots are not obvious and create a lot of problems for the learners. Such 

examples as "by" and “buy", "though" and "go" illustrate the gap very well. Compared to life, 

however, this gap has logic and may be bridged; in life, hints and implications and very 



individual. 

The quote states in a joking manner that in many cases the English language is a brain-

teaser which can be compared to life itself. Strictly speaking, nothing can be more difficult - or 

complex – than life by default. Though the English language is notorious for its grammatical 

complexity, it fades in comparison with life that has far many hidden currents. So, I do know that 

life is more difficult-and complex! 

 

 

 

 


