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Most people can admit that the English language is in a bad way. Our civilization is   

decadent and our language must share in the general collapse. It follows that any 

struggle against the incorrect use of language is like preferring candles to electric 

light or cabs to planes. The language is a natural growth and not an instrument which 

we shape own purposes.  

Now, it is clear that the decline of a language must have political and economic roots. 

But an effect can become a cause. A man may take to drink because he feels himself 

to be a failure, and then fail completely because he drinks. It is rather the same thing 

that is happening to the English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate because 

our thoughts are foolish, but the disorder of our language makes it easier for us to 

have foolish thoughts. The point is that the process is two-sided. Modern English, 

especially written English, is full of bad habits.  If one gets rid of these habits one can 

think more clearly, and to think clearly is a necessary first step toward language 

regeneration.  

One can often be in doubt about the effect of a word or a phrase, and one needs rules 

that one can rely on. I think the following rules will cover most cases:  

1. Never use in spoken language a word combination which you are usually used 

seeing   in print.  

2. Never use a long word where a short one will do. 

3.  If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out 

4. Never use the passive where you can use the active. 

5. Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can think of 

an everyday English equivalent. 

These rules sound elementary, and so they are, but they demand a deep change of our 

attitude to use of language. One cannot change this all in a moment, but one can at 

least change one's own habits. 

 

 


